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OLCYV Report Card on the 1991 Oregon Legislature
How Did They Score?

The 1991 OLCYV Legislative Ratings

We are pleased to bring you the 1991 legislative rat-
ings of the Oregon League of Conservation Voters.
This is the 10th time that OLCV has rated the Oregon
Legislature since 1973. We believe this is the most
valuable resource available to the general public as an
overall guide to the environmental performance of our
state legislators.

Listening to them talk, all of Oregon's politicians
would consider themselves environmentalists. How-
ever, not many of them made the grade according to
OLCV's rating of the 1991

anti-environmental interests. Those legislators who
followed their party leadership too closely saw their
OLCYV ratings decline to record lows.

The Ratings Process

The OLCV selected bills which best illustrate the
Legislature's environmental positions. Only floor votes
are currently rated, but that may change in future rat-
ings to incorporate committee votes.

In the Oregon Legislature, controversy over a bill is
almost always worked out in the committees, and bills
are seldom amended on the House or Senate floor.

Oregon Legislature. This gives committee mem-
i : bers, and especially commit-
This Legislature was Overall Rati 5 AL . ]
sharply divided on envi- LR O Republicans| | tee chairs, a major role in
ronmental issues The O Democrats the final form of any bill.
Oregon House, led by —_— They can work in tll(lelr
Speaker Larry Campbell ) commiice. lp  fwenken,
(R-Eugene), whose aver- 80% strengthen or kill environ-
age OLCV,rat'mg $n: ithe 60% mental legislation, but still
past decade has been an 40% 79% ARl & perfect r.ecord of
abysmal 20%, spent more : - 63% voting on the final bills.
time passing anti-envi- 2k 29% £ In developing these rat-
5 13% . s
ronmental bills than enact- s ings, the OLCV Legislative
ing laws to protect Ore- Serel Howee Ratings Committee looked
The for bills that generated some

gon's environment.

Senate, led by its Presi-

dent, John Kitzhaber (D-Roseburg), whose average
OLCYV rating in the past 10 years has been 96%, passed
many noteworthy bills. Sadly, many died in House
committees, and did not become law.

The fact that the Republicans controlled the House
and the Democrats controlled the Senate had a lot to
do with the difference in their grades. Unfortunately,
the Republican leadership all too often lined up with

controversy in their floor
votes. Bills with unanimous votes were not the ones
that separated the real "green" legislators from those
who got the go-ahead to vote for the environment from
powerful anti-environmental lobbyists.

As you can see by looking at the chart, we assign a
"correct” (+) or "incorrect" (-) rating for each vote.
Absences (A) are not deducted from a legislator's final
rating. The percentage of correct votes determines a

1991 Environmental "Honor Roll"
100% Rated Legislators

Siate Senators

State Representatives

Joyce Cohen (D-Lake Oswego)

Vera Katz (D-Portland)

Jim Hill (D-Salem)

Dave McTeague (D-Milwaukie)

Frank Roberts (D-Portland)

Lisa Naito (D-Portland)

Tricia Smith (D-Salem)

Tom Novick (D-Portland)

Dick Springer (D-Portland)

Gail Shibley (D-Portland)

Cliff Trow (D-Corvallis)

Beverly Stein (D-Portland)




Environmental "Dishonor Roll"
0% Rated Legislators

State Senators

Gene Derfler (R-Salem)

John Brenneman (R-Newport)

Cedric Hayden (R-Fall Creek)

Lenn Hannon (R-Ashland)

Eldon Johnson (R-Medford)

Rod Johnson (R-Roseburg)

State Representatives

Bill Markham (R-Riddle)

Ray Baum (R-La Grande)

John Meek (R-Hillsboro)

Kelly Clark (R-West Linn)

Randy Miller (R-Lake Oswego)

Beverly Clarno (R-Bend)

Ron Sunseri (R-Gresham)

legislator's final rating. OLCV encourages you to con-
sider your legislator's individual votes on bills as well as
their overall rating when assessing legislative perform-
ance. This will enable you to clarify your legislator's
specific position on various environmental issues.
A few pieces of good environmental legislation were
not used in our ratings because they passed nearly
unanimously and represented a compromise agreed to
by both environmentalists and industry. These bills
which became Oregon Law included the following:
® SB 66, the Recycling Bill, sets up programs and
standards to increase waste recovery in Oregon
while promoting market development for those
materials. This will help increase the demand for
products made of recycled materials. Environmen-
talists' threat to go back to the voters with a recy-
cling initiative similar to the one defeated in the
last election convinced industry that it would be
cheaper to make a deal in the legislature than to
spend several million dollars to try to defeat it at
the polls.

® HB 2244 regulates cyanide heap leach mining by
establishing strong operating and reclaiming stan-
dards, providing for environmental and socioeco-
nomic impact analyses, and allows for significant
public input into the permitting process. The
measure also requires mining companies to pay all
regulatory and permitting costs.

® Several pollution prevention laws will require ships
and facilities to develop oil spill prevention plans
(SB 242), ban phosphates in detergents (SB 195),
require reduced use of pesticides by state agencies
(SB 262), and provide technical assistance to small
businesses which generate hazardous wastes (SB
241).
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The Oregon League of Conservation Velers is a non-profit, non-
partisan statewide political commitiee registered with the Qregon
Secretary of State and the Federal Elections Commission. OLGV is
dedicated to the election of candidates for public office who support
conservation policies and programs.

The OLCV Board of Directors is composed of Oregonians involved
in the major conservation and environmental issues in the state,
including clean air and water, hunting and fishing, wilderness and wild-
lite pretection, energy conservation and land use.

Every two years, OLCV publishes ratings of the performance of
stale legislators based on their voles on environmental legislation. In
addition, OLCV publishes biennial ratings of the environmental per-
formance of the Governor and annual ratings of the Portland City
Commissioners.

OLCV provides assistance to environmental candidates by
publicizing campaign endorsements, providing volunteer electoral as-
sistance, and direct contributions frem our Green Vole program.

OLCV's grassrools canvass makes direct contact with voters
throughout Cregon to gain support for environmental candidates and
make them accountable once they are elected.

OLCV welcomes your support and involvement!

Oregon League of Conservation Voters
PO Box 8362
Portland, Oregon 97207
503/224-4011
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